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HONORING CHRISTA HARMOTTO 

OF THE USA OLYMPIC TEAM 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Ms. Christa 
Harmotto, an outstanding athlete selected to 
the United States Olympic Team from the 9th 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania. Ms. 
Harmotto’s Olympic Volleyball side has done 
very well to this point of the competition, and 
has earned an undefeated record following 
their first three matches in their group. 

Christa Harmotto was brought up in Hope-
well Township, PA where she excelled at 
sports from a young age. In high school, as a 
multiple year letterman for volleyball and bas-
ketball, Christa won the Pennsylvania 
Gatorade Player of the Year. She then trans-
ferred her high school success to that at Penn 
State, where she chose to continue her pursuit 
of volleyball. Her student athlete career was 
one of great success and achievement, as she 
acted as an integral member of a two-time na-
tional championship team, while simulta-
neously attaining All-American status for four 
straight years. A prominent figure on the 
squad as a middle blocker, Christa makes her 
Olympic debut in 2012. I am positive she will 
continue to fight valiantly and work hard for 
her side in their journey to win the gold medal. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate this Olympic 
hero of Pennsylvania’s 9th district. With her ef-
fort and determination, this young lady is des-
tined to do great things for our country and the 
9th district of Pennsylvania. I am very proud of 
her hard work and determination to win for the 
United States Olympic Team, and will continue 
to track her team’s success throughout the du-
ration of their competition. I hope you join me 
in wishing Christa and the rest of our Olympic 
athletes well in their respective competitions at 
this year’s Games. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
537 due to a travel delay stemming from yes-
terday’s inclement weather, I was unable to 
cast my vote on this legislation. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

CRITICAL PATH INSTITUTE 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Critical Path Institute, a non- 
profit organization based in Tucson, Arizona, 
that plays an important role in helping to im-
prove the way that much-needed drugs are 
brought to the market. 

Critical Path, or C-Path, was founded six 
years ago by the University of Arizona and the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration. It is not 
affiliated with any single entity or interest 
group—a status that allows C-Path to serve as 
an effective and objective facilitator among 
scientists from the government, academia and 
the private sector. 

C-Path was founded after the FDA called at-
tention to an alarming decline in the number of 
innovative medical products being submitted 
for government approval. The FDA cited the 
need for applied research to bridge the gap 
between basic scientific research and medical 
product development. 

Since then, C-Path has worked with sci-
entists from academia as well as bio-
technology companies, the government and 
the pharmaceutical industry to develop innova-
tive new testing methods. This enables life- 
saving drugs, devices and biological products 
to reach patients faster and with proven safe-
ty. 

Developing effective drugs and medical de-
vices is a lengthy and expensive process— 
even under the best of circumstances. It is a 
process that can take more than 12 years and 
cost $1 billion in laboratory research and test-
ing. About 95 percent of new compounds fail 
during development. 

C-Path has demonstrated that public/private 
partnerships focused on noncompetitive con-
sensus science have the capacity to provide 
new tools so drug developers can speed im-
portant new medicines from discovery to pa-
tients more quickly. 

C-Path was founded by Dr. Raymond L. 
Woosley, who stepped down as president and 
CEO earlier this year. He was succeeded by 
Dr. Carolyn Compton, an internationally re-
spected scientist with extensive experience in 
translational science and personalized medi-
cine. 

I am proud to recognize the Critical Path In-
stitute, based in Tucson, Arizona, for its impor-
tant role in improving the way that research-
ers, academia, the private sector and govern-
ment work together to bring needed medical 
advancements to the people who need them. 

C-Path has shown us what is possible when 
we work in partnership and collaboration to 
solve important national concerns. 

f 

IRAN THREAT REDUCTION AND 
SYRIA HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, the Iranian nu-
clear threat is a daunting and dangerous chal-
lenge. With Iran stalling diplomatic talks, add-
ing enrichment centrifuges, and continuing 
work at unmonitored enrichment sites, there is 
frustration and alarm that time may be running 
out. But time has not run out and if we are to 
avert a military confrontation with Iran over its 
nuclear weapons ambitions, we must make 
use of every opportunity to pressure Iran to 
change course. This bill achieves that goal 
with sanctions that are deeper and stronger 
than any we have ever seen. 

Without a doubt sanctions against Iran are 
having a powerful impact. In the last year 
alone, exports of Iranian oil have dropped by 
sixty percent. The value of Iran’s currency has 

plummeted by more than one-third. Full tank-
ers are idling in Iranian harbors unable to sell 
crude in the world market. Although Iran has 
attempted to work around the sanctions by re-
flagging vessels and hiding transactions, the 
shell game isn’t sustainable. Sanctions an-
nounced by President Obama in recent days 
and weeks and those authorized in the bill be-
fore us today will tighten the grip. 

Our message to Iran is loud and clear— 
there is no escaping accountability. The con-
sequences of defying the international commu-
nity and continuing an illegal nuclear program 
are severe and they will be gravely worse if 
the Iranian government continues on its cur-
rent course. 

This bill is our third round of congressional 
sanctions legislation since the Obama Admin-
istration successfully galvanized U.N. Security 
Council support for multilateral sanctions 
against the Iranian nuclear program in June 
2010. Together with sanctions enacted in July 
2010 and December 2011, the sanctions in 
the bill before us today reinforce the message 
to countries, companies and financial institu-
tions that now is not the time for business as 
usual with Iran. 

The bill gives the Administration an array of 
new tools to shore up international resolve. It 
has sharp enforcement mechanisms to help 
enlist other countries in the effort to starve the 
Iranian nuclear program of cash flows from 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps, the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company, the National Ira-
nian Tanker Company, and other Iranian 
banks, businesses and government entities 
being used to funnel money into nuclear activi-
ties. 

The bill also expands sanctions against Ira-
nian and Syrian officials responsible for 
human rights abuses by using electronic moni-
toring and tracking of regime opposition and 
specifically targets the paramilitary organiza-
tions that have been most insidious in terror-
izing democracy activists. 

But what this bill does not do is authorize 
war with Iran. In fact, the bill explicitly says so. 
I want to underscore that point, because the 
motivation of the sanctions is to pressure Ira-
nian leaders to abide by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s demands and nego-
tiate in good faith and to avoid a military esca-
lation. 

As President Obama has stated clearly, the 
United States does not have a policy of con-
tainment. All options are the on the table if 
Iran does not change course. By passing this 
legislation we will continue to leave no stone 
unturned in our determination to try and 
achieve a diplomatic resolution to this crisis. 

f 

HONORING MR. JOE HECKSTALL 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Georgia State Representa-
tive Joe Heckstall on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the Georgia General Assembly. 
For thirty-one years, Joe has served the peo-
ple of Georgia, first as a City Councilman for 
the City of East Point, Georgia and then as a 
State Representative from Georgia’s 62nd 
House District. These many years of public 
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service make him the longest serving elected 
official in the history of South Fulton County, 
Georgia. 

Throughout his time in office, Joe has 
fought valiantly for those who face social and 
economic challenges, especially veterans and 
minorities, and he has strived to bring busi-
nesses and prosperity to the communities he 
represents. I know that he will be greatly 
missed by his constituents. 

I commend Joe for his courageous efforts to 
break racial barriers throughout his career. He 
was elected the first African American City 
Councilman of East Point, and as a Council-
man, he helped the city become one of the 
first in America to celebrate the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday before it became a State or 
Federal holiday. 

Outside of government, Joe is an active 
member of the Greater Atlanta community, 
having worked as a real estate salesman, cor-
porate personnel assistant, motivational 
speaker, school teacher, and teen counselor. 
He is known for his love of people and his en-
couraging attitude. 

I wish Joe and his wife, Andrea, the very 
best with their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB HIGGINS, BALD-
WIN COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT ALLIANCE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Bob Higgins, senior vice president of the Bald-
win County Economic Development Alliance. 
On August 1, 2012, Bob retired from his lead-
ership position, which he has held for the past 
decade. 

Bob Higgins joined the Baldwin Economic 
Development Alliance in 2002. While serving 
in the BCEDA, he organized many develop-
ment projects that have led to the betterment 
of our community. One of these projects, 
which was facilitated through the Baldwin 
Business Incubator, created an aviation train-
ing center for local high school students at the 
Fairhope airport. With the recent announce-
ment of Airbus’ decision to locate its new 
manufacturing facility in Mobile, this effort will 
be instrumental in preparing a workforce for 
this new industry. 

Bob Higgins’ work has not only helped to 
create future jobs in our area, but has also 
aided in supporting local companies as they 
battled the 2010 oil spill. Through his accom-
plishments, the Coastal Resiliency Coalition 
and Business Support Center were created to 
raise support for those who were severely af-
fected by the oil spill, and their efforts continue 
today. 

Though he will be retiring from the BCEDA, 
Bob Higgins’ work with these two groups will 
not be ending. He now intends to shift his 
focus and devote more time to worker training 
to help businesses prepare for the future, 
while the main focus of the Alliance will be in 
recruiting industry for the Baldwin County 
megasite and in support of Airbus. 

As many of Bob’s former coworkers can at-
test, Bob’s work ethic and drive have been in-
fluential in transforming Baldwin County into a 
better place to live and work. Upon his retire-

ment, Bob is looking forward to having more 
time for personal activities and spending more 
time with his four grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of Ala-
bama and my colleagues in the Alabama Del-
egation, I would like to extend a personal ap-
preciation to Mr. Bob Higgins for his service to 
Alabama’s past, present, and future through 
his leadership in the Baldwin County Eco-
nomic Development Alliance. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF FOR THE 
LOVE OF THE LAKE’S 200TH CON-
SECUTIVE SECOND SATURDAY 
SHORELINE SPRUCE UP 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate For the Love of the Lake, a com-
munity organization, on its 200th consecutive 
Second Saturday Shoreline Spruce Up that 
will be held at White Rock Lake on November 
10, 2012. 

For the Love of the Lake is committed to the 
preservation of White Rock Lake Park and 
sponsors the Second Saturday Shoreline 
Spruce-Up initiative along with many other 
noteworthy programs. Since April 1996, volun-
teers of the Second Saturday Shoreline 
Spruce-Up have gathered on the second Sat-
urday of each month to pick up trash and 
scattered debris around the shores of White 
Rock Lake. They also work closely with the 
City of Dallas’ Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment to protect the local wildlife. Over the 
years, this organization has devoted countless 
hours to this endeavor, ensuring that White 
Rock Lake is kept clean and beautiful for all 
to enjoy. I have had the privilege of laboring 
alongside these dedicated volunteers and 
know firsthand the hard work it takes to clean 
up the shoreline. 

For the Love of the Lake truly understands 
the importance of conservation, and continues 
to protect White Rock Lake Park so it may re-
main an urban oasis for the City of Dallas. I 
am thankful for these dedicated volunteers 
and For the Love of the Lake. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask my esteemed colleagues to join me in 
congratulating For the Love of the Lake on its 
200th consecutive Second Saturday Shoreline 
Spruce-Up. This remarkable achievement 
speaks loudly to the organization’s continued 
commitment to maintain the integrity of White 
Rock Lake Park. 

f 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER 
CONTEMPT VOTE 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, the death of 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol Agent Brian 
Terry is a great loss for our nation. Congress 
has the responsibility to complete a full inves-
tigation into the events related to his death. 
That is why I supported Mr. DINGELL’s motion 
on June 28, 2012, to ensure a comprehensive, 
bipartisan and complete investigation into Op-

eration Fast and Furious—including a public 
hearing, with witnesses previously prevented 
from testifying by the Majority party on the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

Unfortunately, however, House Republicans 
voted unanimously against this motion, in 
order to proceed instead with unprecedented, 
baseless and politically motived measures to 
hold Attorney General Eric Holder in civil and 
criminal contempt. I declined to participate in 
these partisan political games, and joined with 
my colleagues in vacating the House Floor in 
protest of the abuse of power and process 
demonstrated by the Majority Party’s decision 
to bring H. Res. 711 and H. Res. 706 to the 
full House of Representatives, before under-
taking a serious effort to resolve the disagree-
ment between Congress and the Department 
of Justice regarding the disclosure of materials 
related to Operation Fast and Furious. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on roll 
call votes 441 and 442. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BARRY 
HUTCHINSON ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate and honor Barry 
Hutchinson on his retirement from the Depart-
ment of Defense after more than 40 years of 
dedicated and distinguished service to our 
country and to our men and women in uni-
form. 

Mr. Hutchinson began his career as a stock 
handler at the Andrews Air Force Base Com-
missary in Camp Springs, Maryland, in 1972. 
Throughout his years of service, he developed 
expertise in a wide variety of areas, including 
supply management, logistics, program man-
agement, and information operations. For the 
past 34 years, Mr. Hutchinson worked for the 
Defense Logistics Agency at Fort Belvoir, Vir-
ginia, where he provided exemplary leadership 
serving the Information Operations Directorate 
and retires as the Staff Director for IT Busi-
ness, Licensing, and Performance Manage-
ment. 

Mr. Hutchinson certainly embodies the com-
mitment and caliber of our federal employees. 
While he will be missed in the Defense Logis-
tics Agency we will continue to benefit from 
the expertise and work ethic he has imparted 
in his coworkers. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Mr. 
Hutchinson relied upon the support of his fam-
ily. He will enjoy his well-deserved retirement 
with his wife, Joanne, daughters Krista and 
Kerri, grandchildren, Ashley, Jonathon, and 
Hannah, and grand dog, Cutter. He will con-
tinue serving his community, relying on his de-
gree in Theology while teaching Christianity 
101 at his local church. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Barry Hutchinson 
for 40 years of honorable and valuable service 
to our nation, thanking him for his many con-
tributions and the sacrifices he and his family 
have made, and wishing them well in all of 
their future endeavors. 
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